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Domestic Permitted Development Rights for Renewable Energy: April 2011
	PART 40 of the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO) confers on residential properties a variety of “Permitted Development Rights” for Microgeneration Renewable Energy technologies.  Specifically;

a) Solar Photovoltaic
b) Solar Thermal

c) Ground Source Heat Pump
d) Water Source Heat Pump
e) Flues for Biomass heating systems, and
f) Flues for CHP systems


	In 2008, changes were made to the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO) for dwellings in England, to add permitted development rights for renewable energy.

These new rights are contained within Part 40 of the GPDO and permit the installation of specified domestic microgeneration equipment either attached to or within the curtilage of dwellinghouses (for renewables, a dwelling includes a building which consists wholly of flats or which is used for the purposes of a dwelling. A curtilage is the enclosed area immediately surrounding the dwelling) provided they meet specified criteria.




Permitted Development rights may not apply if you live in a listed building or you are located in a Conservation Area. It is always recommended that you contact the Planning Authority for advice.

	Part 40 Class A – Solar Photovoltaics or Solar Thermal Equipment

Class A of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of solar PV (solar photovoltaics) or solar thermal equipment on-
      (a) a dwellinghouse; or
      (b) a building situated within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse.

Development is not permitted by Class A, in the case of solar equipment installed on an existing wall or roof of a dwellinghouse or a building within its curtilage if-
     (a) the solar equipment would protrude more than 200 millimetres beyond the plane of the wall 
           or the roof slope when measured from the perpendicular with the external surface of the wall
           or roof slope;
     (b) it would result in the highest part of the solar equipment being higher than the highest part of
           the roof (excluding any chimney);
     (c) in the case of land within a conservation area or which is a World Heritage Site, the solar 
           equipment would be installed-
         (i) on a wall or a roof slope forming the principal or side elevation of the dwellinghouse and
              would be visible from a highway; or

        (ii) on a wall or a roof slope of a building within the curtilage of the dwellinghouse and 
              would be visible from a highway; or
     (d) the solar equipment would be installed on a building within the curtilage of the dwellinghouse
           if the dwellinghouse is a listed building.

Development is permitted by Class A subject to the following conditions-

      (a) solar equipment installed on a building shall, so far as practicable, be sited so as to minimise
            its effect on the external appearance of the building;
      (b) solar equipment shall, so far as practicable, be sited so as to minimise its effect on the 
            amenity of the area; and
      (c) solar equipment no longer needed for microgeneration shall be removed as soon as
            reasonably practicable.


	Part 40 Class B – Stand Alone Solar

Class B of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of stand alone solar (defined in Part 40 as solar PV or solar thermal equipment which is not installed on a building) within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse. Development is not permitted if-

     (a) it would result in the presence within the curtilage of more than one stand alone solar; or
     (b) any part of the stand alone solar-
           (i) would exceed four metres in height above ground level;
           (ii) would, in the case of land within a conservation area or which is a World Heritage Site,
                 be situated within any part of the curtilage of the dwellinghouse and would be visible
                 from the highway;
           (iii) would be situated within five metres of the boundary of the curtilage;
           (iv) would be situated within the curtilage of a listed building; or
     (c) the surface area of the solar panels forming part of the stand alone solar would exceed nine
           square metres or any dimension of its array (including any housing) would exceed three 
           metres.
Development is permitted by Class B subject to the following conditions -
      (a) stand alone solar shall, so far as practicable, be sited so as to minimise its effect on the
            amenity of the area; and
      (b) stand alone solar which is no longer needed for microgeneration shall be removed as soon as 
            reasonably practicable.


	Part 40 Class C – Ground Source Heat Pumps

Class C of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of a ground source heat pump within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse.

	Part 40 Class D – Water Source Heat Pumps

Class D of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of a water source heat pump within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse.




	Part 40 Class E – Biomass Heating System Flues

Class E of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of a flue, forming part of a biomass heating system, on a dwellinghouse.  Development is not permitted by Class E if-

         (a) the height of the flue would exceed the highest part of the roof by one metre or more;
     (b) in the case of land within a conservation area or which is a World Heritage Site, the flue would

           be installed on a wall or roof slope forming the principal or side elevation of the dwellinghouse

           and would be visible from a highway.


	Part 40 Class F – Combined Heat and Power System Flues

Class F of Part 40 allows the installation, alteration or replacement of a flue, forming part of a combined heat and power system, on a dwellinghouse.  Development is not permitted by Class F if-

     (a) the height of the flue would exceed the highest part of the roof by one metre or more;
     (b) in the case of land within a conservation area or which is a World Heritage Site, the flue would

           be installed on a wall or roof slope forming the principal or side elevation of the dwellinghouse

          and would be visible from a highway.


Installing Renewable Energy
	Like any development, installing renewable energy is a big decision. If you are considering the use of renewable energy at your home, then the key stages in the decision process are:
Stage 1: Feasibility
· Always consider energy efficiency first: A building, extension or development should conserve energy first and foremost, to reduce the amount of energy needed. Only once your building is as efficient as possible should you consider renewable energy generation.
· Check feasibility:  Check that the technology you are considering is the most suitable for you needs and will operate effectively in your specific circumstances. Key considerations include the buildings orientation, roof angle, shading etc. It is advised that you seek advice from an energy specialist.

· Get advice: Speak to the Council and any other stakeholders at an early stage so that they can help you through the process and reduce the potential for barriers later on. 
· Funding: Identify available funding streams which may support the delivery. Useful resources include: www.therenewableenergycentre.co.uk/grants/ and Envirolink. 
Consider Feed In Tariffs www.fitariffs.co.uk/eligible/levels/ and 

Renewable Heat Incentives www.rhincentive.co.uk/RHI/ 
· Shop around: Get a number of quotes for the product and instillation. 
Stage 2: Planning Permission
· Identify need for planning permission:  Do you need planning permission to install your renewable technology? Remember, the advice provided within this leaflet is useful, but it is always recommended that you seek advice from the Planning Authority. 

· Permitted Development rights may not apply if you live in a listed building or you are located in a Conservation Area, Green Belt or Nature Designation. 
· Permitted Development rights for microgeneration are restricted to residential buildings at present.
· If permission is required, gather information: Gather any information required to support your proposal.
· If permission is required, submit a planning application:  The Planning Authority should reach a decision in 8 or 13 weeks.
Stage 3: Other Requirements
· Building regulations: If you are intending to install your technology on your house, you may need to comply with building regulations. It is advisable to contact Building Control for further advice.
· Identify need for other permissions: Dependent on the type of technology and where you plan to install it, you may need to apply for other permissions, such as water extraction licenses etc. Your supplier should be able to advise you.
This is a general list of key stages. You are always advised to check with the Council and your supplier before going ahead with instillation. 


	

	Useful contacts:

· Cheshire East Council Development Management:

Phone: 0300 123 5014, Email: planning@cheshireeast.gov.uk
· Cheshire East Council – Conservation:

Phone: 0300 123 5015, Email: planning@cheshireeast.gov.uk
· Cheshire East Council Building Control:

Phone: 01270 752155 or 01270 752156
· Cheshire East Council Spatial Planning: 

Phone: 0300 123 5014, Email: ldf@cheshireeast.gov.uk
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